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Charles Pitt of E_am.wan-mmmma apart-time instructorat Pledmont m_mmrw Training, was honozed ,.mnm_ﬂ@ with the Wright

Brothers Master Pilot Award.
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Flight Emﬁ.m%n retired pilot receives mg pilot award

BY FRAN DANIEL
Winston-Salem Journal

Charles W. Plitt, 67, was
a teenager when he started
fiying solo.

A native of Winston-Sa-
lem, Plitt graduated from
Revnolds High Schocl. In
1964, he joined Piedmont
Aviation where he was a
flight instructor, then a
charter pilot. He moved
away from Winston-Salem
in 1967 fo work as a pilot for
Eastern: Airlines. He retired
‘as a pilot from American
Alrlines in 2003. He also
served in the Marine Corps
Reserve from 1965 to 1971,

Now, Plitt is back where
he started more than 50
years ago — in flight in-
struction. He is a part-time
instructor at Piedmeont
Flight Training at Smith
Reynolds Airport in Win-
ston-Salem. -

- In August, Plitt was rec-
ognized by the Federal Avia-
tion Adminisiration with
the Wright Brothers Master
. Pilot award.
The award recognizes pi-

lots who have demonstrated .

‘professionalism, sldll and
aviation expertise by main-
taining safe operations for
50 or more years. Recipients
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Towatchvides ofan
interview with Charles Plitt,
g0 to journalnow.com.

are awarded a certificate

-and alapel pin and are rec-

ognized in the FAA's Wright
Brothers Master Pilot Award
Roll of Honor online at

www.faasafety.gov/content/

MasterPilot/,

Plitt lives in Winston-Sa-
lem with his wife, Martha
“WLJ." The couple has two
sons and four grandehil-
dren.

He recently talked about
his award as well as changes
and challenges in the avia-
tion industry over the past.
50 years. Here is an edited
version of the interview.

Why clid you choase g
 career E aviation?

Answer: At an early age of
about 7, my uncle, Marshall
Williams, took me flying in
the aero club general avia-
tion alrplane at Patrick Air
Force Base in Florida. My
uncle was a WWII and Kore-
-anWar Air Force pilot. He let
me move the controls and

- “fiy” the airplane. Well, I was

hooked. In 1962, ] Jearned

“There is nothing better in a career
- than doing something that you love
and getting paid for moEm it”

Charles W. Plitt
Award-winning aviator

1o fly and scloed at age 16.
Then I figured out that [
might be able to fly and ac-
tually get paid to do it. There
is nothing better in a career
than deing something that
you love and getting paid for
deing it.

: Tell us about your
aviation education and

“framing?

Answer: ] received flight
instruction at Piedimont
Aviation at Smith Reynolds
Airport. [ received class-
room and simulator training
through Eastern Airlines
and American Airlines.

s How importantis The
o Wright Brothers Master
Pilot Award?

Ahswer: You have to have
50 or more consecutive
years in active service to avi-
ation to.receive the award.

I give thanks to my parents

for giving me good genes .
that have enabled me to
stay healthy and fly for these
many vears. One has to also
have had no safety viola-
tions. Itis recognition of a

. passion or career devoted to

contributing to the building
and safety of, what I consid-

_er to be, the finest aviation

system in the world.

: What are the main
Fchalienges that the avia-
tion industry faces today?

Answer: ] thinkitisa
matter of money. The U.S. .
aviation industry, whether it
is airline-or general aviation

_ (air operations hot operated .

by airlines or the military),
must find a way to co-exist
and be profitable.
Corporations must make
a profit in order to support
their flight departments.

- Airlines are still adjusting to
~ the effects of deregulation,
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although that happened

‘along time ago, and the

mare recent consolidation
of airlines.

: What major changes
‘have you withessed in
the industry over the past
50 years, locally and na-
tionally?

Answer: The top two
would be technology and
security. I leamed to fly in
a single-engine airplane
that cost $11 an hour
to rent. The first airline
airplane that I flew was
the four-engine propelier
airplane L-1049 Lockheed
Constellation. Navigation
was by basic Ommni direc-
tional equipment.

When I retired, [ was
flying a B-777 with two jet
engines and navigation
supplied by laser gyros
and GPS capable of ac-
curacy within 10 feet any-
where on earth.

General aviation has
the same, or better, equip-
ment available to them.
We used to carry 10
pounds of paper charts
and rparmuals with us. Now,
they are stored in a tablet
or iPad.

Full-motion and full-
visual simulators now
make it possibie to do all
the,advanced training in
simulators rather than in
the actual airplane. In part
due to the space prograin,
aviation has made great
strides in technelogy. I can
only hope that this will
continue.

As for safety, we all
know the changes that
have come aboutas are-
sult of 9-11. When I started
flying both in general
aviation and the airline,
ilight deck doors were not
even locked. Now, they are
hardened locked doors
resistant to firearms and
explosive devices.

Unfortunately, [do
not see a change in this
situation anywhere in the
future. -

- Where is the aviation
industry headed over
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the next 10 years?

Answer: Only up, 1
hope. Rapid, efficient and
safe transportation has
become a way of life not
only for the United States
but the world. There is no
substitute in business for
eye-to-eye contact (not

_just on Skype). There is no
~ way to travel any signifi-

cant distance other than

. by air. The challenge will
be to keep it affordable,

not only for airliries but al- -

- so for corporations, for the
‘majority of the population

and for shareholders,

: Are there any im-
provements you
would like to see in the
industry, especially in
terms of safety and
training?

Answer: 1 think the
airlines and corporations
do an excellent job with
training, which of course,
translates to safety. The
FAA does an excellent job
in policing and impreving
the industry as does the
National Transportation
Safety Board in investigat-
ing accidents and maldng
m&m@. rélated recommen-
daticns to prévent future
accidents.

The best thing I can rec-
ommend would be to let
the agencies that deal with
aviation do their job. Cur
Congress gets involved
in trying to regulate an
industry that, for the most
part, they have no knowl-
edge of the workings.

:WhatisyourNo.T ad-
vice to aspiring pilots?

Answer: Don't do any-
thing — anything — that is
not safe.

‘Every pilot sometimes
in their career or experi-
ence will say, “I think it
will be OK or I think I can
doit”

If you have to ask your-
self that question, then
you should already know
the answer. The answer is
ne, don'tdoit.
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