visitor’s register i the Alrport Commlss:

BY DAVID ROLFE
Winston-Salem Juurnal

It seems like a quamt rehc from a dlS»- B

tant, more refined era <~ a time of cotil-
lions and engraved invitations. :

Gentlemen - wore - skinny ties, whrte-_
shlrts and felt hats. , - -

Ladies wore demure dresses and whlte
cotton gloves, :

And traveling by air was considered

- a novelty, an indulgence for the well-

heeled, and most people dressed in their .
Sunday best hefore boarding an airplane.
"~ When the Smith Reynolds Afrport was’
dedicated June 11, 1942, a large leather-
bound visitor’s register was placed in the
lobby, sharing space with a bust of the.
airport’s namesake and a summary of his
aeronautic exploits.
Visitors arriving by air were expected
to sign their name, hometown and date
of arrival in the oversize book. -

A panoramic photograpb of PreSIdent Harry Truman's arrwa! at Smlth Reynolds Aurport on
of Forsyth County uﬂ‘ice at thl alrport I

- Among the signatures in the register S
are Ava Gardner Sinatra and her then- o

hsshand; Frank Smatra, on N

The first srgnature is  th

brother. Next aie the namesoflocal liumi-
naries Charles Norfleet, a banker; Bow-

‘man Gray Jria fornyer chairman of RJ."

Reynolds; Ralph Hanes, a textiles execu-
tive; and Tom Davis, the founder of. Pled-
mont Airlines. : :
Today the old ledger rests ona tabie in’
the airport manager's office, surrounded

by other relics of the airport’s past. On the
wall above the book is a panoramic photo

- President: George W. Bush - an
of Richard * Joines; the mayor of Winston- SaIem
J. Reynolds Jr.,” Smith, Reynolds’ older
fident, with letters that glide gracefully.

campus for Wake Forest Coll ge.

Ti"le Iedgers

Some- signatiires: are” bold ‘an

across the: page. Others are: sh;
‘awkward, slantirg this way and that, or
‘stab and slash with careless ha
than a'few are. mdempherable Angry
-splotchés of black ink appear on many:
pages, the resuit of dlsasters ‘with old-
fashioned fountain pens. " :

Mostofthenamesmtheoldledgerareof
LEDGER Page A5:,




