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- that would happen quick-
ly, saying, “I don’t know of
any aviation group with
this level of expenence

.handling Boeing 737 air-
craft outside Boeing.”

Creech said that reach-

ing 'the work-force goal:

would depend on launch-
ing a charter-airline ser-
vice, which could take
more than a year to get
. FAA certification.

Creech and Russ Kota,

its vice president of main-
tenance, stress that NS
- Aviation is not Pace rising
from the ashes, even
though both men were in
" management toles with
Pace when it was owned
by the estate of Bob
Brooks, the chairman of
Hooters of America Inc.
After their own offer for
Pace was turned down,
they were let go when Wil-

liam Rogers Sr. took over -

Pace in May 2009. Rogers’
acquisition was based on a

promissory note to pay $9
million for stock in Pace

" Airlines LLC and Pace Ait-

“lines I LLC and take over
$6 million in liabilities.

Creech and Kuta sai
their- departure, and thel
the collapse of Pace, fuieled:::
their desire to create their .
own maintenance’ comp
ny.

“For these hangars to si
empty for as.long as they:
did, because of what hap-..
pened here, was painful,”

ey.un erstand /
e quesnon a_ ut’ thelr

Creech said. “When we d:
were let go, Pace was com- us?” Kota asked "Do yo
ing off its best year.” think the FAA would ap

Creech and Kota said prove our certificate if
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